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6  April  1989 


Director, 

Genealogy  Department, 

Main  Branch,  Allen  County  Public  Library 

900  Webster  Street 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46805 

Dear  Sir  1 

I  am  enclosing  some  material  on  the  BIGGER  family  of  Northern  Ireland,  Pennsylvania, 
and  various  points  in  southwestern  Ohio  which  may  or  may  not  be  of  interest  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  your  collections. 

Both  of  these  sources  was  written  by  one  William  H.  Bigger,  long  deceased,  who  lived  in 
Dayton,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio0  One  source  is  a  long  letter  from  Mr.  Bigger  to  a 
Mr.  Roy  G.  Fitzgerald  of  the  Dayton  Historical  Society,  dated  26  May  1946.  This  letter 
is  on  file  in  the  Main  Branch  of  the  Dayton  and  Montgomery  County  Public  Library,  215 
E.  Third  Street,  Dayton.  I  was  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  by  a  Mr.  Stanley  Clarke 
Wyllie,  Reference  Librarian,  on  18  November  1986. 

I  also  enclose  an  unpublished  typescript  paper,  "The  Bigger  Family",  written  by  William 
H.  Bigger  20  February  1950*  1  do  not  know  whether  this  was  ever  published,  or  if=  so, 

where  it  was  published.  According  to  my  notes,  a  copy  of  this  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Virginia 
Evans,  1920  Barg  Lane,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  by  a  Ms.  Nancy  Burge  of  the  Warren  County,  Ohio 
Historical  Society,  Mrs,  Evans  in  turn  sent  me .a  copy  of  the  paper. 

I  enclose  these  BIGGER  sources  for  whatever  use  you  wish  to  make  of  them. 

Sincerely, 


John  A.  Mead 
401  S.  Gillespie 
Pampa,  Texas  79065 
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HOnv  Roy^Oi  mBgarald,  Proa. 

Dayton  Historical  Society, 

,910  D.B.  Bldg.', 

.Dayton,  0. 

Dear  Hr.  Fitzgerald i 

Jm  sorry  to  have  awaited  this  late  fear  a  try  at  answering  your  letter  of  the  6th 
of  April  and  the  one.'  of  a  few  days  ago  but  I  have  been  too  busy  to  dig  into  things  for 
the  IdLnd  of  an  answer  necessary. 

The  Bigger  tribe  is  of  Scotch-Iriah  descent  going  back  thru  Irish  and  Scotch 
records  to  the  date  26  April  1135  when  one  Bigger  High  Chamberlain  of  Scotland  visited 
King  William  at  Northumberland.  Four  miles  south  of  Edinburgh  laid  and  still  lays  the 
Bigger  district  and  town  of  Bigger  and  in  the  old  ruins  of  Boghall  Castle  existed  to  a 
late 'date  the  Bigger  crest  with  the  name  "Hugh  de  Bigger"  identical  with  the  crest 
illustrated  in  "Falrbalrns  Bock  of  Crests  2  V"  published  by  T.  &  E.  Jack,  Edinburg  and 
London.  The  arms,  "A  Bend  between  three  mullets  or  stars,  two  in  chief,  on o  in  base."' 
Crest,  a. pelican  plucking  her  breast  to  feed  her  young.  Lotto  on  scroll  under  shield 
"diving  and  Forgiving."  .  *  . 

Free  an  account  of  the  Bigger  District,  'Archaalo gical.  Historical  &  Biographical 
by  I'm.  Hunter  &  Wm.  Patterson,  p.s.a.  Edinburgh,  Scotland  in  1867  reads  as  follows » 

■lbs  1st  proprietor  of  the  town  of  Bigger  was  Baldwin  Flamingos,  a  Fleming  who 
flourished  111#  commonly  called  Baldwin  de  Bigger  and  his  son  was  called  Valdeve 
de  Bigger  and  his  grandson  Robeirt.de  Bigger  and  Hugh  or  Huh  de  Bigger  was  his  son" 
etc.  etc.  During  the  reign  of  James  n  and  on  the  31st  of  torch  lit 56  the  town  of  Bigger 
was  errected  into  a  free  burgh  of  barony. 

In  1635  during  the  Claverhouse  uprisings  three  brothers  "Michael,  Jaass  L  John  left 
Scotland  and  settled  near  Ballymonwy,  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  From  these  three  brothers 
spread  much  of  the  line  that  now  exists  around  Belfast  (including  the  Hon,  Francis 
Joseph  Bigger,  M.S.,  U.R.I.A,,  F.R.S.A.,  the  eminent  Ulster  antiquarian,  historian  and 
litterateur  and  who  presented  to  the  Belfast  Public  Library  a  generous  collection  of 
Irish  and  Scotch  Historical  Volumes),  Canada  (including  the  late  W.  U.  Bigger,  former 
rice  pres,  and  Qen'l,  Counsel  for  the  Canadian  Nat'l.  R.R.)  and  in  the  United  States. 

The  three  brothers  paid  hearth  tax  in  Belfast  in  1666  and  James  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Carmonsy  in  1691,  Michael  was  a  ship  owner  and  all  were  enterprising  mer¬ 
chants  at  Belfast  issuing  their,  own  money  or  tokens  of  which  Z  have  sketches  from  those 
owned  by  the  library  at  Belfast. 

The  direct  progenitors  of  ,tbe  Dayton  Diggers  in  America  started  with  Mathew  and’ 
Martha  Bigger- living  in  County  Antrim  near  Balaoney,  Ireland.  ;  Mathew  died  in  Ireland 
but  Martha  oame  to  America  with  their  two  daughters  Elisabeth  and  Jane  and  her  youngest 
son  Thomas, 2  sailing  Area  Londonderry  Aug*  9,  1773,  landing  two  months  later  at  Baltimore 
Oct.  16,  1773.  Three  other  sens,  Samuel  (my  progenitor),  James  end  John  were  all  per* 
manently  located  In  Pennsylvania ' prior  to  the  Mother's  arrival,  James  living  near  Cham¬ 
bers  burg  and  Samuel  &  John  in  the  Conooooheague  region  on  the  border  of  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania.  Martha  the  mother  died  May  20,  1780  in  her  78th  year  and  is  buried  at 
Candor,  Pa.,  (Washington  County}  in  one  of  the  1st  white  women's  graves  west  of  the 
Alleghenies  In  the  Robinson  U.P.  graveyard  located  upon  a  part  of  an  original  tract 
owned  by  Thomas. 

Samuel  was  married  to  Abigail  Dennison,  Aunt  of  Oov.  Dennison  of  Ohio,  and  had  issue 
Sam  II,  John  (buried  south  of  Dayton  at  Bellbrook  in  the  old  Pioneer  cemetery)  Joseph, 
David,  Nancy  and  Hamuth.  Samuel  II  married  Mary  Shannon  MoCune,  cousin  of  Oov,  Shannon 
of  Ohio  and  both  are  buried  at  the  old  Covanter  Cemetery  at  Ut.  Pleasant,  Ohio.  Ksncy 
married  a  White.  Hannah  married  John  Bigger  a  cousin  (later  residing  near  Lebanon, 
Warren  Co*  Ohio)  and  John  married  Mary  Bigger  a  cousin  and  sister  to  John,  who  married 
Hannah* 

■'  Ssa  I  and  John  I  sods  of  Mathew  and  Martha  with  their  families  left  for  the  Miami 
country  in  1793*  Samuel  died  near  Lexlhgton,  Ky. ,  but  his  family  settled  shortly  after 
1800  In  what  was  called  the  John  Cleve  Syrens  purchase  now  Washington  Twp.,  Montgomery 
County,  and  John  I  and  family  in  Wfirren  County  at  Lebanon,  Ohio* 

John  at  Warren  Co*  had  Issue,  Mazy,  Martha,  Rebecca,  Mathew,  Johp,  8aoual  and  James* 
His  sen  John  b.  12/5A770,  was  known*  as  Col.  John  Bigger  and  was  elected  20  times  to 
either  the  Senate  or  House  for  Ohio's  first  Legislature  thru  the  32nd  and  was  father  to 
Samuel  B.,'  7th  Gov.  of  Indiana  and  Finley  B.,  registrar  of  the  U.S.  Treasury  under  Pres, 
Buchan qn.  John  was  also  ^  on  the,  1st  board  of  trustees  of  Miami  University  and  a  charter 
amber  of  the  directorate  of  the  1st  bank  of  Cincinnati  -  charter  issued  in  1803  for 
Ifi  yrs*  This  John  ran  for  Oov  of  Ohio  but  was  defeated  by  Allan  Trimble  1826* 

Joseph  died  in  1803,  Wash*  Twp*,  Montgomery  County  and  his  mother,  Abigail  and 
James  signed  as  administrators  for.' his  estate  (sealed  23  Nov,  1603)  Inventoried  and 
signed  K  BcnJ.  Van  Clave  Deo*  5^1803  (June  term  Cannon  Pleas  lBOl*)  covering  inven¬ 
toried  goods  and  503  acres  of  land  .in  Wash*  Twp.  which  was  sold' July  U,  1608  to  Wo. 
Griffin.  Another  tract  of  6h0  acres  contracted  frera  John  Clave  Qymms  was  owned  by  John 
from  I806  also  in  Wash*  Twp*  and  was  aeoured  on  an  original,  land  grant  signed  in  the 
City  of  Washington  by  Pres.  James  Madison  and  James  Monroe,  Sooty*  of  State  on  Feb*  18, 
1812*  This  land  was  situated  approximately  5  miles  south  of  the  now  existing  Dayton 
oity  limits  and  the  Bigger  road  which  etarta  at  the  Wilmington  Pike  at  the  Sugar  Creek 
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Presbyterian  Church  runs  thru  a  portion  of  the  original  Illi3  acres.  James  Bigger  of  . 

Wash,  Twp.  a  brother,  married  Elisabeth  Uinslow  Aug.  13#  1806. 

John,  son  of  Sam  I  and  Abigail  was  bom  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland  1760  and  died 
12/30/1831,  married  Vary  Bigger  at  Conooooheague,  Pa.,  prior  to  leaving  for  the  Miami 
Settlement.  She  was  born  3/IO/1763  and  died  7/19/18  Uj,  both  buried  at  the  Old  Pioneer 
Cemetery  at  Bellbrook.  Both  Sam  I  and  his  son  John  fought  in  the  Revolution. 

John  and  Vary  had  issue, (A.) Thomas  7/6/1792,  d.  9/ 10/1881,  buried  at  Bollbrook. 

(B)  John,  1796  to  U/20/1655#  «t  Bollbrook 
(c)  Joseph,  1601,  to  1887  at  Xenia 
(d}#J«aos,  11/26/1805  to  Q/23/I883,  at  Bollbrook 
(E)  Wm.,  1800  to  1876. 

(P)  Hannah,  b.  U/12/1797. 

(O)  Sally 
(H)  Vary 

♦(James  above  is  grandfather  to  the  Hem.  Frederick  Bigger  still  living  and 
working  in  Wash.  D.C.,  carried  in  "Whole  Who"  for  a  number  of  years  and 
mho  was  a  leader  in  resettlement  work  during  the  Roosevelt  Administration 
and  pres,  of  Pittsburg  Architect  Society.) 

Thomas  married  3  times  (served  in  War  1812)  • 

1st.  to  Hannah  Snowden;  issue,  Varia,  James  and  Samuel.  This  Samuel  was  the  grand¬ 
father  of  Warner  Bigger,  Capt.  U.S.  Navy  from  Xenia,  0.,  who  officiated  in  the  welcome 
of  Admiral  Byrd  to  Dayton  a  little  over  ten  years  ago  and  who  was  in  charge  of  Mines 
and  Deep  Sea  Defense  off  the  Atlantic  Seaboard  during  the  War  just  ending. 

2nd.  to  Cathy  Ann  Bradford,  nee  Conover.  They  had  issue,  Thomas,  Jamas  and  John 
Bradford  Bigger. 

3rd.  to  Elisabeth  Dallas  nee  Cunningham.  Issue,  Martha  and  Dinsmore.  Dinsmore  (my 
grandfather)  was  born  7/17/1839,  d.  2/l|/l933,  married  Vat  tie  Holmes.  Issue,  Walter  D., 
(died  6  mo.) 

Emma  Sarah,  b.  6/18/1868  (lives  at  5217  Wilmington  Rd.,  Dayton,  0.) 

Wm.  Thomas  b.  3/5/1865  (living  at  Riverside,  Calif.) 

Charles  Edward  (ny  father)  b.  1/9/1872,  living  with  his  sister  at  5217  Wilmington  Rd., 
Dayton,  0.,  who  married  Bertha  Haeoster  b.  6/6/1880,  d.  6/19/1921.  I  have  one  brother 
Harold  C.,  b.  3A8/O3  and  one  sister  Vartha  b.  7/16/09.  Vy  date  of  birth  is  8/17/05 
and  I  have  two  sons,  Uichael  Dinsmore  Bigger  age  8  (named  after  one  of  the  three  brothers 
who  left  Scotland  in  1635#  and  my  own  grandfather  Dinsmore)  and  Charles  Stephen  age 
3  named  after  By  father. 

I  have  a  vary  complete  list  of  births  and  deaths  and  places  of  burial  covering  from 
and  before  the  Revolution.  I  spent  over  10  years  securing  Information  from  family  Bibles, 
letters,  deeds,  court  records,  D.A.R.  bocks,  libraries,  etc.,  so  I'm  sure  you  can  see 
why  I  hated  to  . start  "digging" _when  I  was  pressed  for  time.  However,  I  will  be  only  too 
glad  to  furnish  further  information  on  dates  or  oooperate  in  any  way  I  can  be  of  service. 
If  in  V&V ahp  of  any  Dayton  Anniversary  Celebration  I  would  be  happy  if  sy  father  and  aunt  . 
o^ould  participate,  ~ 

Concerning  your  query  on  letter  signed  by  Benj.  Van  Clove,  I  do  not  have  the  same 
but  am  endeavoring  to  locate  it  and  think  it  quite  possible  to  find.  However,  the  in¬ 
ventory  of  Joseph  Bigger  in  1803  1b  also  signed  by  Van  Clove  and  a  number  of  the  other 
early  Bigger  records  or  record  at  Montgomery  County  Court  House.  I  understand  the  1st 
book  of  deeds  of  Montgomery  County  for  ecne  reason  is  at  Cincinnati,  and  to  date  I 
have  never  checked  the  same. 

The  tribe  was  quite  prevalent  in  early  16 50  Maryland  history  and  tho  tomb  of  Joseph 
Bigger  (1722-1786)  in  York  County,  S.  Carolina,  is  adorned  with  the  Bigger  crest  pic¬ 
turesque  precipitation  of  a  southern  branch.  The  family  has  been  well  represented  in 
all  wars  of  colonies  and  country  since  the  start.  Pew  havo  bathed  in  the  limelight  but 
have  been  staid  end  zealous  *  citizens  of  their  communities. 

Sincerely  yours, 


William  H.  pigger, 
Supt.  Class  16  A 
862nd  AAP  8p.  Depot 
Wilmington  Pike, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 
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"TIIS  BIGGER  FAMILY" 

.  Miah  has  been  written  concerning  the  early  Montgomery  County,  Ohio  settlers, 
Jonnthan  Dayton,  Benjamin  Van  Clevo,  Donlol  Cooper,  Major  Ziegler  and  otboro,  but  tha 
family  nemo  of  Digger  which  eharoa  a  place  on  early  documentary  records  of  this  County 
S'tuui,  and  Colpnloo  themselves,  remains  alive  and  firmly  In  boded  not  only  after  132 

'  t 

years  and  7  gonorntlons  of  Dayton  end  Miami  Valley  residence,  but  for  over  300  years 
from  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  Colonies  alnco  Col.  John  Bigger  "patented"  200  acres 
called  "Be ala”  and  200  more  called  "Muocle  ILall"  in  Calvor*  County,  Md.,  date  1549  . 
as  attested  In  the  Maryland  State  or  a  hlvos  at  Annapolis. 

Little  has  been  written  or  preserved  from  a  literary  or  liistorical  standpoint, 
but  s  host  of  documents  In  court  houses,  churches,  state  archives,  and  family  Blblos 
boar  mute  tostlmony  to  an  onviabla  record  the  knovlodge  of  which  brings  on  underotnnd- 
ing  of  tlioir  manner  of  quiet  assumption  of  local 'duties  and  citlronshlp  since  the  year 
1797. 

Perhapo  such  silence  was  due  to  tha  similar  strength  of  a  direct  lino  and  proud 
name  that  traces  back  thru  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  country  to  northern  Irelnnd,. 
and  thence  to  tha  town  of  "Diggar",  In  the  Blggor  District  of  Lanarkshire,  Scotland, 
which  town  was  created  Into  a  free  burgh  of  Boro  no  y  the  31at  of  March,  1456,  during 
the  reign  of  Jaoeo  II,  and  which  town  and  name  go  back  to  days  lost  in  antiquity  when 
I  it  was  a  lone  wild  outpost  of  the  Roman  conqueror  Agricola  at  tha  end  of  tha  causeway 

I 

(which  marled  the  northom  limit  of  Roman  occupation.  This  now  quiet  town  and  sur¬ 
rounding  territory  from  which  their  forefathers  came  has  a  glorious  antiquarian  history 
that  la  matched  only  by  the  romantic  spoil  of  beauty  In  which  it  rests  and  which  Boomed 
to  flow  in  the  life  blood  of  the  sons  and  daughters  who  boro  it*a  name  even  before  lt*s 
spell  inspired  noma  of  tha  immortal  works  of  Sir  Waltor  Scott, 

Blggor. ..."Thy  brow  la  bathed  In  Clyde’s  encircling  stream. 

Thy  feet  rest  soft  on  T\jead*a  white  pebbled  strand, 
llillo  lift  their  crests,  sunrise  and  sotting  gleam* 

Arc  round  about  thee,  "0  Beloved  land.** 
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From  an  "Account  of  tha  Biggar  District,  Archaeological,  Historical  end  Biograph¬ 
ical"  by  Million  Hunter  end  Million  Put  tore  cm,  F  S  A  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  1867,  the 
etymology  io  traceable  to  the  Saotch-Irish  words  "big"  soft,  and  "thlr"  land,  and  again 

t  » 

"bigthir"  from  the  rcmarfcnblo  bond  tha  rivar  Clyda  takoa  at  the  town.  Continuing  from 
tha  saiDo  account  t*e  find  that  April  26,  1133  on  the  records  of  Edinburgh  still  existent 
first  mention  io  mndo  of  thn  none  Biggor.at  which  time  one  Biggor  High  Chanbcrlnln  of 
Scotland  visited  King  Million  at  Northumberland,  "flaldtrin  de  Digger  flourished  in  1140 
and  the  namo  of  "Vnldavo,  hio  oonM,  "Robert,  his  son",  and  "Hugh,  hio  eon",  "Sir 

Nicholas  do  Digger",  and  "Mnlcon"  sppoar  with  others  in  tha  eleven,  twelve  and  thirteen 

■"v»  _  • 

hundreds  with  dates  and  incidents  of  historical  in to root  recorded  at  Edinburgh,  inalud* 
ing  n  charter  by  "Robert  Filll  Maldcrl  da  Dtggor,  granted  to  Ricardo  Baird,  tnngna  and 
parva  hyp",  following  the  reign  of  Aloxandar  III,  A.D.  1350," 

Thru  the  pogontry  of  Scotland's  vale  of  tears  and  laughter  tha  nano  of  DLggor 
associates  in  Nathsdale,  Dunfrica,  Kircudbright,  and  Edinburgh,  But  in  the  t<?un  of 

Bigger  Itself  there  is  now  the  quiet  life,  the  calm  of  tha  hills  and  placid  uplands 

-  /  •  ; 

whoro  the  call  of  the  sheep  and  the  whaup's  wild  cry  pierce  the  dronma  of  wlicn  the  sol 
itude  ra-cchocd  to  tha  battlecry  from  the  erabattlemonte  of  Scottish  Chief  tana  who 
carved  the  doetiny  of  Scotland  with  broadsword  and  battle-axe.  And  aa  if  in  lament 
for  thooo  that  lurvu  gone  before  we  find  "The  Lament  for  the  Bigg  or  Cross", «,,,,« 

"I'vo  boon  the  haunt  of  market  days 
The  haunt  o*  mania  a  fayro. 

The  lads  and  lassies,  men  and  wives  • 

To  mo  would  a*  repairo* 

And  Dlythasoma  boirnes  on  my  aides 
Wi  ploesure  tlioy  would  row, 

Wlille  worn  out  age  and  station  keep. 

On  Digger  auld  Cross-Knowa, 

Noo  Stranga  that  scones  wa  lo'ad  when  young 
Should  sere  ould  oga  in  pleasure  fill,. 
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TIio  wud  wi  hlpo  and  hazols  hung, 

Tna  woe  bum  dancing  down  the  hill* 

Hio  clattor  o*  tha  auld  gray  mill 

\ 

Tliat  pccro  ouro  Biggar’e  Grnasy  hov.’Bj 

itero  dear  to  me  but  d oarer  still 

li y  heart 's  dclicht,  the  auld  Croos-Knowm, 

For  mania  a  hundred  years  it  stood. 

And  nicht  havo  seen  sex  hundred  tnairoj 

Defying  timo  and  storm  and  flood. 

To  lay  it#e  auld  foundation  bare* 

Our  Father’s  loved  to  linger  thorc 

And  oco  tlieir  wee  ones  around  tliam  rowo,  1 

But  all  are  gone  and  never  mair 

Iv’i  joy  shall  ring  the  auld  CroDO-lChove," 

The  Cross  of  Bigger  woo  about  thirty  feet  high  cituatnd  on  a  omall  hilleocl: 

» 

or  old  fort  on  the  cite  of  tlio  present  Jubilee  Fountain,  Erected  probably  about  the 
middle  of  tho  15th  century  it  had  a  base  of  cclid  maconry  four  feet  high  from  tha 
center  of  which  tha  Cross  arose  unomomantod,  It  stood  until  the  year  1623  when  tha 
"Knowe"  on  which  it  rested  woo  compulsorily  removed.  The  cross  otonc  had  a  hole  in 
it’s  center  and  the  date  1632  and  the  apex  which  was  square  had  vertical  dialc  eu  it*s 
four  sides  and  initials  "JEW"—  John  Earl  of  Wigton  with  another  date  1694, 

Mention  is  made  of  this  Cross  in  1540  so  the  dates  and  inltlolo  on  the  shaft  was  a 
later  addition.  Portions  of  it  vterc  preserved  and  built  into  tha  south  wall  of  tha 
Com  Erchango  where  an  inscription  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  part  of  tho  old 

l 

Cross  of  D  iggor  lias  there  found  a  renting  piece.  From  it's  base,  while  in  existence 
;all  State  documents  and  proclamations  wore  read  and  it  was  tho  acsembly  pine  a  for  tha 

i  , 

i villagers*  On  tho  last  day  of  each  year  the  "auld  yeer"  was  "burned  out"  by  a  huge 
bonfire  on  the  knoll  and  tha  town  crier  vent  thru  tho  s  treats  crying,  "Oho  Yes  I  Oho 
Yes  |  Oho  Yes  I  .  This  is  to  give  notice  that  I  have  been  desired  to  proclaim  that  Loodoa 


la  JJ-Uyjar  la  Biggar,  mid  that  Now  Ye  nr  a  day  id.  11  be  hold  hero  tomorrow," 

Ncobitt'o  Heraldry,  Vol,  I,  pngo  lOh,  1816,  and  A,  W,  Kilaon’a  writing  on  tho 

i  • 

Digger  Family,  Edinburgh  18G2,  gives  the  armn  of  John  Bigger  o£  Woolen  t  an  "Argent 
a  bend  acurc,  tlirco  raullato  galau,  two  chief,  one  bane,  Cruut,  Pelican  coupcd  proper 
vulnlng  her  brcaot  with  youn,"  (  Ape 1 icon  plucking  her  brcaot  to  feed  her  yourg*) 

Mottoi  "Giving  and  Forgiving,"  "Similio  factuaum  pcllicano  aolitudinia,,«  Hilo  deocrip* 
tion  la  idontlcal  with  that  of  tho  family  In  north  Ireland  and  as  handed  down  in  this 
Country*  Tho  aucoetral  coat  wan  at  Ubolmot  a  beautifully  situated  castlo  four  nilas 

i  •  •  i 

south  of  Edinburgh  on  which  the  Digger  anas  otill  appeared  in  tha  1800a  built  into  the 
ancient  xmll  with  tlic  name  "II  ugh  do  Digger"  vhooo  nnroo  io  carried  on  the  Ragman  Roll 
of  Scottioh  Darono  and  lccccr  knights,  Clocc  by  in  the  bogs  of  Digger  are  the  remains 
of  Dogliall  Castle  tlio  once  beautiful  stronghold  of  tha  Fleming  frailly*  Impregnable 
on  the  oouthern  and  inhabited  portion  because  of  the  Impassable  bag  beyond  and  fach-  • 

I 

ioned  in  the  fair  proportion  pf  a  French  chateau,  tho  gatco  of  Boghall  have  been  thrown 
•  # 

wide  in  other  days  to  wolcomo  Kings  end  Queens  of  Scotland*  I-lal coin  Lord  Fleming  Baron  • 
of  Bigger,  be  v>ho  built  tha  Sanctuary  of  St*  Mary  was  Lord  Chamberlain  to  James  V  and 
thru  marriage  relutcd  to  that  royal  personage*  In  the  quaint  language  of  the  period 
we  have  the  following  record  from  tho  treasurers  *  book  of  on  entertainment  provided 
for  Jamas  IV  on  the  2**th  of  February,  1503  when  on  pilgrimage  to  the  Shrine  of  St, 
liinlcn.  Item)  "That  name  nioht  in  Digger,  to  one  piper  and  one  f  if  he  lor  be  the  King's 
command,  XII*  J*S,* 

And  in  the  gravoyord  of  the  Iron  Gray  Church  vhara  many  of  the  namo  of  Digger  end 
Digger  era  buried,  sleeps  Helen  Walker  and  sister  Jean,  the  former  who  was  the  proto¬ 
type  of  Jennie  Deans  tho  heroines  of  Scott *8  immortal  "Heart  of  Midlothian"  whore 

inscription  was  written  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  himself  as  a  tribute  to  a  lovely  woman  who 

1 

lived  in  that  romantic  and  beauty  steeped  country. 

It  oecua  a  far  cry  from  Dayton,  Ohio,  1950  to  such  a  "sough  of  dayo  long  sang" 
but  history  la  no  respecter  of  time  or  plrcea.  About  tho  tliaa  of  tho  Claverhouoe  up¬ 
risings  and  during  Scotland's  bloody  religious  persecution  off  tho  Scotch  CgQcn^ontors 
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one  record  shows  that  In  tho  year  1635  or  1637  threo  brothers,  Mlchnal,  Jesnos  ar.d 
Jolm  Bigger  onorgod  from  tha  dust  of  tholr  colorful  array  of  progonltors  nnd  migrated 
to  northern  Ira  land.  They  oattlod  In  tha  Parishes  of  Cammoney  ond  Ballyroonle  to 

X 

lator  Ixscora  an-jng  tho  f trot  free  toon  of  Belfast,  Tlxo.y  as  enterprising  merchants 
ioeuod  tholr  own  **nonloM  or  tredo  tokone  In  1657  and  1666,  specimens  of  vhloh  aro 
on  exhibit  at  tho  Half  not  lAuicum  and  to  be  found  ir«  private  collections.  Michael 
va9  part  oxxxcr  of  tho  first  Belfast  owned  and  registered  ship  "Tho  Unicorn"  in  1662, 
an  interacting  account  of  txhich  appear 8  in  tha  old  "Tbvna  D  ooh  of  Belfast".  Thesa 
throo ’brothers  wore  tho  progenitors  of  an  eminent  and  outstanding  lino  of  Irioh  olt- 
Ineno  and  moot  of  tho  early  family  pioneers  to  Arc r Lea,  including  tho  branclx  that  found 
it*s  way  to  Ohio  and  tlxe  Miami  Valley.  Of  noto  among  tlxo  Irish  olnn  wore  Joseph  Gll- 
lia  Bigger  prominent  member  of  tho  old  Irish  Parliamentary  Party |  Major,  3.P,  Digger, 
ISO,  Transvaal  Service,  South  Africa,  and  Francos  Joseph  Digger  whose  prlcclosa 
collection  of  personal  works  and  collection  of  rare  volunna  on  Irish  Historical, 
Archaeloglcal  and  Antiquarian  lore  are  amongst  tho  most  valuable  gifts  ever  presented 
to  the  Belfast  'Library. 

•  In  continuance  it  Is  of  interest  to  know  that  the  name  has  various  spalling. 

The  oldest  records  at  Edinburgh  apoll  tho  xutoa  with  tho  ending  "cr",  Tba  town  is 
spoiled  "or".  .  Tic  brothero  who  went  to  Ireland  ond  most  of  tho  Irish  clan  is  spelled 
with  on  "cr".  Tho  earliest  settler  a  of  tho  family  in  tho  Colonies  wore  of  tho  "or*? 
variety,  tut  whether  spoiled  "or**,  "nr",  "air",  "ert",  "ert"  or  with  an  "a"  tha  origin 
'Is  one  and  tho  soma, 

Tho 3 a  descendants  that  cesuo  to  America  accepted  tho  challenge  of  the  now  country 
as  pioneer  landowners  in  Maryland  nnd  Virginia  in  the  middle  sixteen  hundreds  and 
later  in  Pennsylvania  and  tho  Carolinaa  the  same,  where  they  fought  tho  enemy,  tilled 
tholr  land,  aided  In  founding  churches,  and  served  in  early  loglslationn  following 
tholr  destiny  thru  an  i tnf ami  1 1 nr  land.  As  mentioned  before  in  1649  Just  20  years 
after  tho  arrival  of  tho  pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  Moso.,  Col.  John  Bigger  patented  200 


acres  of  land  called  "boale"  snd  200  nora  called  "Muscle  11*11"  In  Calvert  County,  Md. 
TUo  will  Is  recorded  nt  Annapolis  date  1075.  Mo  eon  John  patented  "Hilo  Did"  350 
acres  In  1671  nnd  450  noro  in  1672  In  Calvcrt-County,  will  recorded  at  Annopolio,  data 
1714.  Tho  record  follovai  Cnnt.  Jamas  Bigger,  Prince  George  County,  1H,,  will  record¬ 
ed  Annapolis  1706.  William  Dlggor,  New  Kent  County,  Virginia,  Dorn  1634  died  Kentucky 
22  Juno  1770  on  attested  in  tho  Dlbb  Bible  Records.  Cnpt.  Poncoc.k  Digger,  will  record¬ 
ed,  Cecil  County,  111.,  dote  1755,  a  proud  none  and  a  proud  man,  londovaior  of  400  ocrofl 
in  Bucks  County,  Penney lvania  in  1745  whose  nano  appears  on  a  bronuo  plaque  In  Inde¬ 
pendence  H  all,  Philadelphia,  with  other  officers  of  the  Associated  Regiment  at  Phil-, 
edolphin,  29  Doc.,  1746.  Monos  Blggor  who  died,  Mecklenburg  County  Carolina  Colony 
1767  whoso  name  npponro  os  a  signor  of  one  of  that  Colonf’a  carlioat  dooumontn  who 
with  hia  brothers,  Mathow,  Jamas  and  John  ware  onrly  pioneero  of  the  Carol  inns  and 
Cat aw aba  Indian  Lands  and. progenitor’s  of  a  southern  branch  of  tho  f molly.  Joseph 
Bigger,  frigate  owner  nnd  cruising  privateer  who  woo  imprisoned  by  tl*e  French  at  Dun¬ 
kirk  during  tho  stirring  days  of  John  Paul  Jones  and  Francois  Thutot,  accepted  as  ha 
who  sloops  at  Bethel,  South  Carolina  beneath  a  stone  bearing  a  shield  or  crest  of 
thirteen  stars  flanked  by  eagles  whoso  inscription  is  an  apt  portrayal  of  the  whole 
Biggor  Sago,  "Anna  Libor  Tatis"  (Instrument  of  Freedom)  1722-1736.  Martha  Bigger 
I  buried  in  1780  in  her  79th  year  in  Robinson  U  P  graveyard  located  on  an  original 
tract  of  land  owned  by  her  youngest  son  Thomas  in  Washington  County,  ronnay lvania 
os. one  of  the  first  white  women  to  be  buried  west  of  the  Alleghenies.  11  or  son  JiAmuel 
progenitor  of  the  Montgomery  County  Ohio  Biggers  and  those  of  the  Blue  Grass  region 
of  Kentucky  who 3 a  second  marriage  to  Abigail  Wilson  29  Oct*  1764  at  tha  homo  of  Walter 
Buchenon  near  Tulpehokcn,  Pennsylvania,  is  noted  in  Dr#  John  Cuthbertson’a  famous 
diary.  Another  son  John  Sr*  who  lived  at  Conocochaagua  near  the  Maryland  and  .Penn¬ 
sylvania  border  subsequently  settled  in  what,  io  Jttow  Gcuj&ty,  Ohio,  in  1790  or 

99  and  was  the  grandfather  to  Samuel  Bigger  7th  Governor  of  Indiana#  Tliase  tlwn  are 
flotoo  of  tho  lino  that  left  their  footsteps  indelibly .  imprinted  in  American  colonial 
days,  tm sung  and  unheralded  when  Ohio  waa  as  yet  tha  unsettled  Northwest  territory. 
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John  and  Joseph  Bigger,  Revolutionary  aoldlero  listed  on  Montgomery  County *o 
Roll  of  lloifcir  in  tlia  Old  Court  lloucc  were  brothers.  Another  brother  Jaoatf  and  their 
fatlier  Samuel  oloo  veru  soldiers.  Service  wnn  performed  under  Copt.  Robert  Boyd, 
Pennsylvania  militia  1753.  .Lancaator  County  Militia  1777,  Cumberland  County  tai  1  It  In 
1701,  end  Wootnareland  County  militia  1702.  Records  of  Alleghany  County,  Pai#  <£or~ 
csorly  Uistmo  reload  County)  chow  Samuel  find  his  wife  Abigail  purcliaoed  a  tract  of  land 
which  they •  nomad  "Boydon"  26  Feb.  1708  ht  the  mouth  of  the  Youghiogheny  river  near 
Pittsburg.  Leyden  uaa  sold  2  Jim.  1796*  Reoldcnce  w na  main t nine d  in  Pennsylvania 
until  the  money  was  paid  one  year  later,  3  January '1797  ;tdicreupon  after  necessary 
arrangements  were  made  Samuel  and  family  left  for  the  HLami  country  and  Settlement 
in  the  Kortlwoet  territory.  Recordo  ct  Payette  County,  Kentucky  (Lrudngton)  Sept* 

28,  11798,'  Book  D,  pogo  123  mention  "Samuel  Bigger  and  Abigail  hlo  wife  cf  tlve  Miami 
Settlement  in  the  Uorthvwct  territory"  who  were  named  with  Joseph  Wilson  and  Scroll 
hio  wife  of  Woodford  County,  Ky.  ,  in  the  ootnto  of  John  i&lson  father  to  Joseph  Wilson 
and  Abigail  D  iggar,  .  Hia  family  remained  in  what  ie  now  Washington  Twp,  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio,  hut  part  of  the  family  mado  their  way  to  fcluo  Blue  Gras  a  region  in  Kco*» 
tucky.  •  As  reflected  in  Edgar’s  "Hf®  of  Dayton  and  Vicinity*'  pages  85  and  86  the 
first  article  listed  as  Doc.  A,  Page  1,  in  the  Probate  records  of  this  county  is  a 
letter  of  Administration  cf  Abigail  and  James  Digger  (which  is  still  intact  In  it's 
faded  yellow  envelope  and  bears  their  signatures)  on  estate  of  Joseph  Bigger,  deceased 


scaled  end  dated  23  UaV.  1003p  inventoried  and  signed  by  Benjamin  Van  Cl  eve,  5  Dot* 

1003  for  inventoried  goods  and  503  acres  of  land  in  Washington  Tup.  which  was  gold  fiva 
years  later  4  July  1008  to  hill  lam  Griffin.  Another  entry  in  Fee  Book  "A"  1806  shows 
a  $177.40  Judgment,  John  Digger  vs  Sara  Archer.  And  again,  12/9/180 7  has  to  do  with 
John  Bigger  and  Joaiah  Clawson  of  Washington  Tup, 

Another  tract  of  640  acres  contracted  from  John  Cl  eve  Syoma  in  1806  \ms  owned 
by  Joocph's  brotlicr  John  and  secured  by  original  lend  grpnt  after  the  payment  of  taro* 
eight  years  before  it'o  recording  30  June,  1813  over  aignaturca  of  Proaidant  Janes 
Madison  and  Jamas  Monroe,  Sac ty.  of  State,  'which  incident  of  payment  of  taro*  without 


final  title"  was  the  oubjoot  natter  oC'  a  letter  written  by  Clod:  EcnjoraLn  Van  C I evo 
along  with  Q  repay  limit  to  Dan  Cooper  of  tnonica  advanced  Major  Ziegler.  Hie  letter* 
"Sir,  I  have  incorporated  tlio  transfer  nada  with  the  directors  with  n  lint  of  ties 

i 

liotoro  and  have  taken  great  pains  to  make  a  fair  otatotuent  of  tho  lands  so  that  ycru 

i 

will'  have  nothing  to  do  but  copy  this  lint  and  stnne^s  the  tax  for  the  coming  year. 

You  will  see  at  ona  view  the  land  belonging  to  residents  in  this  county  Stephen  White 
and  John  Digger  have  regularly  paid  their  truces  without  having  tlicir  land  on  tho  Hot  ’ 
until  now*  Ihe  tax  will  be  nettled  \yy  the  collector  with  the  County  Treasurer.  Dan 
Cooper  hao  paid  Major  Ziegler's  tax  and  the  Major  hoc  HkctH.se  paid  it.  Tho  comal*- 
sion  has  paid  Cooper  back  hio  money  fron  that  received  of  Wiite  and  Digger  on  it  would 
oave  time  and  trouble  in  long  correspondence  with  you  on  tlte  subject.  You  will  please 
tlierafor  sea  that’ White  and  Bigger  will  not  be  charged  with  the  tax  for  tho  lima  bad*.. 
Dayton.  Ohio.  December  29,  IQQd.  Benjamin  Van  Clove. M  It  is  of  In  to  root  to  know 
that  Digger  and  White  were  brother  in  lows,  Stove  White  having  married  Mary  Bigger 
sister  to  John.  _• 

•  Tixjinty  miles  to  the  south  tbo  name  was  also  prevalent  befor  Ohio's  formation 
as  a  State  in  what  is  now  the  northern  part  of  Warren  County.  Col.  John  Bigger  of  near 
Union  Village  (a  cousin  and  brother  in  law  of  John  Digger  of  Montgomery  County)  was  in 
1802  elected  a  member  of  the  territorial  legislature  which  never  assembled  duo  to  the 
formation  of  the  Ohio  State  Government.  Subsequently  ho  wan  more  freely  elected  to 
represent  Warren  County  in  legislature  than  any  other  cifciron  in  it  'o  history.  Frau* 
1003  to  1033  he  wan  20  ticna  elected  to  tho  Senate  or  no  Representative.  Uo  served  oa 
Speaker  of  tho  llouoo  and  was  in  1023  elected  by  lcgialativc  body  a  member  of  tho  first 

I  „  ' 

State  Board  of  Equaliser*)  and  became  President  of  tho  coma*  In  1024  lie  wna  elected 

!  '  • 

President  Elector  on  tho  Cloy  Blaetarial  Ticket  and  in  1023  wan  a  nominee  Cor  Governor 

jof  Ohio  Against  TtiKblo.  As  reflected  in  "Tho  Queen  City"  by  Oosc,  he  woo  included 

j 

in  the  firot  directorate  of  Cincinnati's  first  bank  when  a  charter  Cor  40  yoara  was 
granted  tho  Miami  Reporting  Co,,  on  16  Juno  1003;  and  vao  a  member  of  tho  first  Doard 
of  Truoteoa  of > Miami  University.  His  son  Samuel  became  tbo  7th  Governor  of  Indiana 
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and  son  Finley  was  appointed  Registrar  of- the  United  States  Treasury  under  President 

( 

Buchanan,  In  1006  John  McLean  Afterwards  JUntico  of  the  Supremo  Court  U.S.,  organ¬ 
ised  the  first  vjeakly  paper  In.  Ohio  "The  Star*  at  Lebanon,  of!  which  the  oldoot  copy 
in  existence  10  Sept,  1810  proposed  John  Bigger  far  State  Senate*  According  to  tbo 
records  of  the  late  Judge  Mono  a  Ml  non  of  Cincinnati  whooe  ifathar  was  Martha  Bigger 

daughter  of  Col.  John,  her  grandfather  John  Sr.  and  hia  family  loft  the  Conocochcogue 

*  * 

region  of  Pennsylvania  Friday,  12  October  17PG,  The  graves  of  John  Sr.  born  9  Dec. 

1725  who  died  3  Dec.  1803  and  11  armah  born  In  Lancaster  County  Pennsylvania  17  Fab,  1779 
who  died  31  Dee,  1030  and  who  woo  tlio  wife  of  Col,  John  and”  Mother  to  Gov,  San  Bigger 
of  Indiana  were  found  in  a  private  family  cemetery  at  the  late  date  of  Friday  the  25th 
of  Bov.  1949  after  many  years  search  on  land  originally  owned  by  the  family  from  1799 
to  1G40  on  Green  Tree  lload  norUi-^ot  of  Lebanon.  The  two 'families  of  Montgomery 
County  did  barren  County  twenty  miles  apart  wora  linked  by  two  marriages  John  of 
Ifcntgomary  County  married  his  cousin  Mary,  sister  to  Col.  John  at  tlie  homo  of  lier 
father  at  Conococheogua,  Christmas  Day  1707,  and  Cel*  John  later  married  Hannah  hia 
eouain  and  sister  to  John  of  Montgomery  County  in  1801.  Col.  John's  second  wife  was 
a  daughter  of  Gapt,  John  Robinson  whose  family  had  bean  previously  identified  with 
the' ’Thomas  Bigger  descendants  of  Washington  County,  Rob  in  tnm  TWp.  Pennsylvania,  and 
further  associated  by  thn  marriage  of  liar  nistor  Sally  (Bosocrman)  Robinson  to  Joseph 

••  t 

Bigger  of  Montgomery  County# 

The  Bigger  Rood  which  starts  at  tlua  Sugar  Grand  United  Presbyterian  Church  on 
Miming  ton  Road  below  Dayton  and  runs  south  to  #725  passes  thru  the  original  tracts 
of  land  owned  by  the  family.  T5ic  t ksc  listings  allow  that  in  1806  and  07  that  John 
Bigger  woo  taxed  on  420  acres,  James  B,  on  120  and  David  on  100  acres.  This  was  lo~ 

t 

oatad  in  Uaohington  TWp,  whara  Joseph's  land  of  503  seres  was  sold  to  Ml  11am  Griffin. 

In  1024  John  Sr.  divided  his  land  amongst  his  sons.  Six  homes  still  in  use  along  the 
Bigger  rood  were  built  by  tham  from  and  about  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  the  old  Brad* 
ford  Bigger  property  on  thn  cast  side  of  the  road  being  the  site  of  the  original  home* 
itcad  buildings.  Three  more  homes  on  Miming  ton  Road  (TV?o  in  Oreena  County, ...  tha  road 


V being  the  County  lino  at  tlus  point)  vo.ro  built  Cron  hand  hnun  timbers  from  tlcir  land, 
tha  earliest  started  in  1GS4  and  in  a  (food  state  of  repair#  lb  a  first  parcel  of 
"uillowbrook"  &  104  acre  tract  still  owned  by  the  family  was  purchased  by  Thomas  in  1839, 
tlio  first  house  on  the  property  being  a  log  house*  and  the  one  used  now  being  built 
ohortly  before  the  Civil  War#  John  Bigger  Sr#  buried  in  the  Old  rionac.r  Cemetery  at 
Dcllbrook  helped  to  cotnblloh  the  Sugnr  Creak  Associate  rrC3byterian  Church  thon  nt 
Dcllbrook  (new  the  8*  C*  United  preabyterian  Church)  on  Wilmington  Pit©  and  Bigger 
Bond,  wher©  iia  served  ac  ruling  older  until  hio  death  in  1031,  as  did  hie  ccusLn  Col# 

John  Bigger  help  to  establish  Dick  * a  Creek  Presbyterian  Chut eh  in  Uorren  County  and 
served  as  ruling  elder  until  hie  death  in  1040#  Jo  Jin  of  Montgomery  County  was  related 
thru  marriage  to  Gw,  Wilson  Shannon  of  Ohio,  his  brother  Samuel  II  marrying  Mary  Shannon 
lJcCun©  21  Feb,  1803;  and  to  Cav#  William  Dennioon,  hi®  Mother  being  Haney  Abigail  Dennison, 
Aunt  of  Gov*  Dennison,  llig  eon  William  was  td»e  first  Mayor  of  Dcllbrook  after  lt*a 
incorporation  in  10?2# 

/s 

Ibinbera  of  the 'family  luxve  fought  in  tha  Colonial  Ware,  French  and  Indian  Wars, 
American  ttevolutlou,  VJar  of  1812,  Civil  War,  l/orld  Wore  X  end  2,  and  In  various  cam¬ 
paigns  and  expeditions*  They  have  served  in  tJw  Army,  Navy,  Marino  Corps  and  Air 
Corps#  Warner  Bigger,  Capt,  US'!  was  recalled  from  retirement  and  put  in  charge  of 
Mines  and  Deep  Cca  Defenao  off  of  the  east  coast  In  tJia  late  war  and  his  sons  Warner 
Jr#  and  Cluster  served  in  tJie  Army  and  Marino  Corps*  They  with  Frances  Bigger  Jewell 
resided  in  Xenia,  Ohio  but  are  of  Montgomery  County  Lineage#  Wnmor  Sr,  who  with  tha 
lata  lion.  Orville  Vfright  presented  tho  keys  of  tho  city  to  Adm,  Byrd  on- his  vioit  to 
Dayton  a  number  of  years  ago  has  tho  distinction  of  Iiolding  a  Master  Mariner**  license 
for  any  tonnage  ahip  and  having  ‘borked*'  hio  way  from  ordinary  seaman  to  Captain# 

Another  Montgomery  County  descendant  Frederick  Bigger,  Dnivursity  Club,  Pittsburg, 

Pa*  who  has  spent  many  years  in  government  work  in  Washington,  D.O,  and  wlio  was  rather 
consistent  in  gaining  recognition  in  MWho*s  Woo"  for  hin  architectural  ability  and 
planning  of  private  md^ government  proieotB  Imp  just  lately  retired  to  private  life# 


Charles  E.  Bigger,  age  78  well  known  oon  ol!  the  venerable  Dincmoro  Bigger  rmd  . 
Hannah  II  olrnoo  and  brother  to  the  lato  Williwa  T,  Digger  of  Riverside,  Californio, 
and  1J£og  Ecua  B  lggor  of  Dayton  do  tho  5th  generation  in  local  citirscnry.  Ho  io  con- 

t 

nected  with  tho  GIDl  Foundry  Division  of  the  Malleable  Iron  ^brks  with  tfhich  cocipany 
Jjc  has  boon  associated  Cor  tho  remarkable  period  of  5h  years.  It  la  grandchildren, 

I 

Michael  ago  12  and  Chnrlca  age  <J,  cona  of  ULllian  K,  and  ?<innca  A,  Bigger;  and  John  . 
logo  5#  oon  o  £  II  -nr  old  E.  and  Catherine  Bigger,  all  residing  in  Dayton  nro  as  but  once 
that  the  family  name  hno  every  eh  arte  a  of  continuing  in  Dayton  and  Miami  Valley  history, 
Anotliar  grand  non,  Robert  Pauli,  Jr.  Is  tlic  Bon  of  a  daughter  Martha  and  Robert  Pauli, 
or.,  of  rtest  Orange,  Nov  Jersey, 

Aid  o lumbering  noorby  cmidot  tho  placid  green  Miami  Vallay  hills  not  too  unlike 

the  beautiful  Bigg  nr  District  of  Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  from  whence  they  sprang,  II® 
thoaa  local  pioneers  who  with  others  wore  wall  their  shining  mantle  of  courageous 
mdoavor  with  a  si  lexica  and  dignity  befitting  thooo  who  have  dona  their  duty  well. 
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